
GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR ABANDONMENT OF INJECTION WELLS 
 
The following information is provided as a general guide for designing a plan for abandoning an 
injection well.  However, because each well is unique, with a unique set of environmental 
conditions, the final abandonment procedure must be specific to the well and must be approved 
prior to the abandonment taking place.  Contact the nearest IDWR regional office in Boise, Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho Falls, Twin Falls, or the IDWR State Office in Boise for assistance.  IDWR Form 
238(4)-2 shall be submitted before the abandonment occurs.  IDWR Form 42-39-5 shall be 
submitted after the abandonment. 
 
1.   The total depth of the well should be measured. 
 
2. Pull casing, if possible.  If casing is not pulled, cut the casing at a minimum of 2 feet beneath 

the land-surface. 
 
3. If the casing is left in place, it should be perforated and neat cement with up to 5% bentonite 

will be pressure-grouted to fill the well. 
 
 As an alternative one may use coarse bentonite chips or pellets.  If the well extends into the 

aquifer, the bentonite must be run over a screen to prevent any dust from entering the well (to 
reduce the potential for “bridging”).  Perforation of the casing is not required for this 
alternative. 

 
4. If the well extends into the aquifer, a clean pit-run gravel or road mix may be used to fill the 

borehole up to ten feet below the top of the saturated zone or bottom of the casing, whichever 
is deeper, and cement grout or bentonite used to the surface. 

 
5. A cement cap will be placed at the top of the casing (if not pulled) with a minimum of 2 feet 

of soil overlying the filled hole/cap. 
 
6. A certified well driller must conduct the entire abandonment procedure. 
 
7. Condition 6 may be waived with submittal of a letter of intent to IDWR.  This letter shall 

include detailed abandonment plans and conditions upon which the waiver shall be based.  If 
the waiver is approved, a certified Idaho Professional Engineer, Professional Geologist, or 
IDWR representative must be on-site to witness the abandonment, as prescribed in the 
conditions of the abandonment. 

 
 
Western / 2735 Airport Way / Boise, ID 83705-5082 / (208) 334-2190 
 
Northern / 7600 N Mineral Dr. Suite 100 / Coeur d’ Alene, ID 83815 / (208) 762-2800 
 
Eastern / 900 N Skyline Dr. Suite A / Idaho Falls, ID 83402-1718 / (208) 525-7161 
 
Southern / 1341 Fillmore St. Suite 200 / Twin Falls, ID 83301-3380 / (208) 736-3037 
 
State Office / 322 E. Front St. P.O. Box 83720 / Boise, ID 83720-0098 / (208) 287-4800 
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